Sixth WindEnergy trend:index Published:
Global Wind Industry In Good Mood – Clear Improvement In Germany
Hamburg, 02 November 2020 – 2020 is a crisis year, yet the wind industry comes across as
rather stable, compared to many other sectors: The mood in the global wind industry is
increasingly seen in a positive light. The future of offshore wind energy in particular has
received very optimistic assessments, with best-ever results for Europe, and in particular,
Asia. Following some extremely negative values in autumn 2019, the mood in the German
wind industry is slowly recovering, as well. While the mood about the onshore wind
segment continues to be restrained despite a marked improvement, the future prospects
for the offshore wind industry in particular are now being seen as positive. Furthermore,
the coronavirus pandemic doesn’t seem to have a major impact on the optimistic
expectations for the coming years: a majority of respondents either believe that the
pandemic has no effect on the wind industry at all, or that it actually affects it in a positive
manner. Digitalisation and the production of green hydrogen are believed to harbour
additional growth potential.
These are some of the results of the new WindEnergy trend:index (WEtix) which has been
prepared twice every year since 2018 by WindEnergy Hamburg, the global onshore and offshore
wind energy event, jointly with wind:research, the leading market research institute for wind
energy. Conducted in autumn 2020, the sixth online survey for the global mood barometer, again
enjoyed a high participation rate despite the postponement of WindEnergy Hamburg. More than
1,250 market stakeholders responded. All in all more than 7,500 individuals have taken part in
these surveys to date, assessing the prospects of the global onshore and offshore wind energy
industry.
Mood in German wind industry continues to improve
In November of last year the WEtix produced some extremely negative results. But now the mood
in the German wind industry is slowly recovering. For the second time in sequence, the current
situation in the onshore wind market received less pessimistic reviews than earlier, while
assessments of the offshore wind market in Germany were positive, if only slightly, for the first
time since the spring of 2019. Despite an improving mood, Germany continues to be bottom of the
league in a global comparison of market assessments.

Nevertheless, expectations for the long-term development of the German wind industry are now
more optimistic: two-year predictions for the onshore market, while still relatively cautious
compared with the results for other regions, are now somewhat more positive. What is more,
looking at the prospective offshore wind market two years from now, Germany received the best
assessment to date since WEtix surveys were first launched in 2018.

Figure 1: How do you assess the market for the wind industry in Germany in the current year and in two years?

Assessments of the international onshore wind industry continue to improve – positive
future prospects for the offshore wind industry
The market situation in the onshore wind industry in North America and Asia is increasingly seen
as positive, and the values for Europe, following last year's decline, are now back in the positive
range, if only slightly. The assessment of the market in the rest of the world remains positive,
despite some losses. Around the world the expectations for the future onshore wind market are
confident. In Asia and the rest of the world in particular, the market outlook is positive.
As for the offshore wind market situation for Europe, North America and Asia, assessments
remain in the positive range and are trending slightly upwards; the rest of the world has managed
to stop the negative trends seen in the past two surveys. Expectations for the future of offshore
wind are very positive: Europe, Asia and the rest of the world achieved even better results than in
the last WEtix, with Europe and especially Asia producing their best outcomes ever. North
America maintains the relatively high level seen in the previous survey.
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Figure 2: How do you assess the global market for the offshore wind industry in the current year and in two years?
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Impact of coronavirus pandemic considered as neutral or even positive
The coronavirus crisis has not dampened the current good mood in the wind industry: Answering
the newly added question about the effects of the pandemic, over 50% of respondents for
onshore, and more than 60% for offshore either indicated that in their opinion COVID-19 has no
effect on the wind industry at all, or that it actually affects it in a positive or even very positive
manner. However. these responses contrast with close to 40% who fear negative consequences.

Figure 3: How do you assess the effects of the coronavirus pandemic on the development of wind energy (over the next
two years)?

For the coming years respondents expect the emergence of additional business potential, driven
by green hydrogen, digitalisation, and new technologies. Half of respondents believe it is likely or
very likely that the production of green hydrogen will play a key role for wind energy over the next
three years. Expectations for optimisation potential driven by digitalisation remain at a high level
for both onshore and offshore wind energy, if with minimal losses. The mood in terms of the
saving potential inherent in new technologies is unchanged, remaining in the medium to high
range; the saving potential in offshore wind energy has been receiving significantly better ratings
than onshore ever since the WEtix was first launched.
Furthermore, respondents are expecting consolidation activities in both the onshore and offshore
segments to decline somewhat. Ratings of the intensity of consolidation processes in the offshore
segment are at the lowest level since the surveys were introduced.
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WindEnergy Hamburg from 1 to 4 December 2020

Every two years one of the most fascinating industries meets for the leading global networking
event for wind energy: At WindEnergy Hamburg, located right in the heart of the vibrant northern
German port city, up to 1,400 exhibitors from 40 countries have been presenting their innovations
and solutions biennially since 2014. Equipment manufacturers and suppliers for all stages of the
onshore and offshore wind energy value chain provide a comprehensive overview of the market.
WindEnergy Hamburg is the world’s largest sourcing pool for equipment engineering. Providers of
everything from planning and project design to installation, operation and maintenance, and
through to marketing, certification and financing showcase their services. Because of the
coronavirus pandemic, WindEnergy Hamburg 2020, after having been postponed from September
to December, has now been transformed into a purely digital event. A digital platform will offer
exhibitors and industry visitors many new features enabling them to get informed, share ideas and
experiences, and do business. In its “WindTV Premium Stream”, WindEurope will broadcast its
Premium Conference, while the “WindTV Open Stream” will feature a free programme put
together jointly by WindEurope, GWEC and WindEnergy Hamburg, where CEOs, decisionmakers and leading experts discussing topics such as: global markets, permitting procedures,
community engagement, electrification, renewable hydrogen, latest technologies and innovations,
and many questions surrounding the wind energy supply chain.
windenergy.com linkedin twitter windeurope.org
Dana Funck: ph. +49 (0)40-3569-2442, dana.funck@hamburg-messe.de
Contact for questions regarding content, interpretation and methodology as well as
wind:research:
Dirk Briese, ph.: +49 (0)421-43730-0, presse@windresearch.de

About wind:research:
The market research institute wind:research prepares market studies and analyses as well as
expert reports, through to M&A services for the wind energy sector, delivering detailed insights for
strategy development to energy utilities, project developers, operators, component and turbine
manufacturers as well as municipal, state and federal governments. For further information please
visit: HYPERLINK "http://www.windresearch.de" www.windresearch.de
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Appendix
About WEtix:
The WindEnergy trend:index, a mood barometer for the wind industry, is jointly compiled by
WindEnergy Hamburg, the world’s leading expo for onshore and offshore wind energy, and
wind:research, the leading wind energy market research institute. The survey focuses on
examining the potential of wind energy, covering both the onshore and offshore segments.

About the survey:
The global WEtix survey has been gauging the mood in the wind industry biannually since 2018.
Again more than 1,250 market players participated in the sixth survey in autumn 2020.

Figure 4: Overview of the survey period, participants and share of 100per cent completed surveys

The survey respondents’ activities primarily focus on the onshore segment, which delivered
roughly three times as many responses as offshore. About 35% of respondents are active in both
market segments. Nearly half of responding companies engage in operation and maintenance
activities. Furthermore, around 40% are active in manufacturing as well as planning and project
development, and more than one fifth perform installation-related work. Activities within
manufacturing are mostly focused on production of turbines, rotor blades and other components.
Around 70% of respondents focus on the German and European markets. Over 30% of
respondents are also active in the Asian, respectively, the North American markets, and more
than 26% operate globally. More than one third of respondents hold a managerial position,
followed by respondents from sales, other functions, R&D and design as well as maintenance and
service.

6

